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CONDITIONS, 


The Christian Secretary is published every 
Gaturday morning, at Central Row, “it rods | 
conth of the State House, at Two Dollars a | 
vear, if paid in three months from the time “¢ 
~ubsecriding 3 if not, an addition of 50 cents, ex- 
cept where there isa special agreement other- | 
wise. —te Postage pad by subscribers. 

The profits of this paper are, by the Conven- 
n. heid sacred to the cause of Missions. 

A discount of twelve and a half per cent, 
will be made to Agents who receive and pay 
for eight or more copies. 

Allsubseriptions are nnderstood to be made 
for one year, unless there is a special agrec- 
ment to the contrary, at the time of subscri- 
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"> No paper will be stopped except at the 
option of the publisher, until notice is given, 
and arrearages paid. 

All letters on the subject of this paper, or | 
Communications for it, should be addressed to | 
‘he Editor of the Christian Secretary— Post | 
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For the Christian Secretary. 
Enrons Cornrectep, anp TRUTH 
FENDED—in reply to *V.” 
NO. Vil. 

! have already written more upon this 
eybject, than f intended when I commen- 
ced; and did I not esteem the truth as it 
is in Jesus Christ, more highly than argo- | 
ment or conquest, | would now drop my 
pen, and proceed no farther. But hav- 
ing received your lastnumbers, and dis 
covered the exertion you have made to 
maintain that, which was introduced into 
the apostate church of Rome in opposition 
to the command of Christ, | ieel disposed | 
to proceed and expose your errors, how- | 
ever | may respect their author. I shall 
now notice your remarks upon the bap 
tism of persons. You object to the three 
thousand being immersed on the day of 
Pentecost, for the following reasons: 
Want of time ; of preparation, and of wa- | 
ter. In reference to the first | would 
observe, that early in the morning the 
Apostles were baptized with the Holy 
Ghost according to promise, and among 
other things, began to speak all langua- 
ges ; which was soon noised through the 
city, and at nine o’clock in the morning 
we find the multitade had assembled to 
see what this could wean, «nd Peter was 
While he was preaching, many were 
pricked in their hearts, and enquired what 
they should do; and being directed in 
the gospe! way, they that gladly received 
the word were baptized. If Peter preach- 
ed one or two hours, it could be but ten 
or eleven o’clock when he closed. There 
were twelves Apostles present, besides 
other disciples, amounting to one hundred 
and twenty, and it has been practically 
demonstrated, that the twelve could bap- 
tize the three thousand in less than two 
hours; and the one hoodred and twenty, 
(the seventy and others, who were sent 
out to preach, together with the Apos 
tles,) could have baptized the whole with 
perfect ease in from ten to fifteen min- 
utes. If the twelve baptized the whole, 
it would be but two hundrev and fifty 
each, and if the one hundred and twenty | 
administered, (as they probabiy did,) at 
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Kingdom.”” Again you cail them the 
** pillar and ground of the truth :”’ and in 
your XIIth. No. you assert that they and 
the gospel church were the same church, 
with no change except in outward rite, 
&c. Bot while treating upon the subject 
of the baptism of the three thousand, you 
observe, ‘* We must remember that the 
inhabitants, and especially the rulers of 
Jerusalem, were as a body, deadly inim- 
ical to Christ and his Apostles.” You 
infer from this, that the Apostles could 
not obtain the privilege of baptizing in 
any of the numerous bathing places, with 
which the city abounded. I admit that 
this last description of the Jews is the 
most accurate of any that you have given ; 
but you should have remembered that that 
God who could stop the mouths of lions, 
here ‘* confounded” (Acts ii. 6,) ** your 
beloved” Church, (the Jews) which you 
at one moment exalt to heaven, and the 
next thrust down to hell. Such was the 
power of God on this occasion, that we 
hear of no violence being done to the 
Apostles ; and besides this, the thousands 
who “gladly received the word,”’ could 
be baptized in their own bathing places, 
without any fear of molestation When 
we consider the fact, that the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, both male and female, were 
required by the law of Moses, frequently 
to wash their clothes. and bathe them- 
selves in water, it requires a great share 
of what the world calls ‘ charity,’’ to 
believe any man can be candid, in object 
ing to the immersion of those who were 
converted on the day of pentecost, on ac 
count of wetting their garments, or scar- 
city of water. 

The Ethiopian Ennuch in hie chariot, 
and on a journey, doubtless had changes 
of raiment with him. The Jailor and his 
family were at home. Lydia, and the 
women with her at the prayer meeting, 
could easily obtain a change of raiment, 
if necessary, as is common with Baptists 
in like circumstances; and therefore I 
shall occupy no more time in remarking 
upon this partofthe subject. Respecting 
water, we have seen that the three thous- 
and had an abundance. 
other women, were by the water side. 
ily out of bis house to baptize them, “ana 
doubtless found water, as there was an 
abundance at hand; and as Christ and 
others were baptized in the river Jordan, 
and at Enon, where there was much wa 
ter, it 1s concluded that no candid person 
will object on account of water, although 
you so lightly pass over the fact of John’s 
going to Enon, by saying, that Baptists re- 
ferring to this, only show the weakness 


.were in his house,”’ (not in the prison.) 


Lydia and the! Jescribe the subjects of baptism, (believ- 


observes *‘ forasmuch then as God gave 


believed on the Lord Jesus Christ ; what 
was I, that I could withstand “God ?”— 
Hence it is evident that Peter meant no 
more by his question, than an appeal to 
his Jewish brethren for the correctness of 
his baptizing these Gentile converts 
You infer that Paul was baptized in the 
house of Cornelias. Bot! would ask if 
this was the case, why was he commanded 
to arise and be baptized? To be im- 
mersed, it would be necessary to arise 
and repair to the water, but to be sprin- 
kled, it would be more convenient to re- 
main stationary. Iam sorry you did not 
read the account ofthe Jailor once more, 
before you made your statement, so con- 
tradictory to the express language of 
scripture. You state that the Jailer was 
haptized in the prison, before Paul and 
Silas had entered his house, and that he 
took them in after being baptized. Bat 
the Bible declares that ‘they (after be- 
ing brought out of the prison,) spake unto. 
him the word of the Lord, and to all that 


They then left the bouse, and repaired to 
the place where they were baovtized, and 
alter baptism were again brought into his 
house, where they all rejoiced believing 
in God. Acts xvi. 30—34. Yon assert 
that the Jailor could not suffer Panl and 


them the like gist, as he di anlo us who | 


peach word exactly literal, but have chos- 
ensrch words as are most commonly us- 
ed by those who speak the English lan- 
guage. I will give the following as a spe- 
cimen. I was at the city— I have been fo 
the city—! was in the city—I went into 
the city. If | should use the above ex- 
pressions to different individuals, they 
would all understand me as meaning the 
same thing ; that is, that | went tno the 
city. Bot if L were to convey the same 
idea in Greek, the preposition ezs must be 
used in every instance; and your re- 
marks, as quoted above, are but a play 
upon words, calculated not to instruct, 
but to deceive the ignorant. ‘I will give 
you another specimen from scripture.— 
A certain map weot down from Jerusalem 
to Jerico, Here the prepositions ere the 
same, as occur when speaking of going 
into, and coming out of the water. In the 
above passage, out of, and into, are the 
literal ideas ; and the literal rendering of 
the passage would read thus: A certain 
man went out of Jerusalem, down into 
Jerico. No person can for a moment be- 
lieve that the Saviour intended to be un- 
derstood, that this ‘* certain man’’ started 
from without the boundary, though near 
the line of Jerusalem, and only went near 
the line of Jerico, without entering within 
its berders. But let us try your theory. 


Silas to repair to a place convenient for 
immersion, without hazarding his tiie. 
jut you should have remembered that 
ihe God of heaven opened the prison 
doors, and liberated these disciples. And 
the Jailor ‘* hazarded his life.” as much 
by taking them out of the prison into his 
house, as he would to have taken them to 
any other place. Yon plead that in the 
morning, Paul and Silas were still in pris- 
on: but how came they there? Did 
they remain there all night? No. Bat 
after having preached and baptized, they 
voluntarily returned to the prison, and re- 
solved that they would not leave it until 
bronght out by those who had anlawfally 
imprisoned them. The New Testament 
historians were very particular at first, to 


ers who brought forth fruits of repen- 
places where there was 4ieg, (rivers and 
they proceeded, (went down Rater,) how 


surance that the righteons will ever go 


You claim it should read—they went down 
at (eis) the water, and Philip was found at 
(eis) Azotus. In the first place, you 
would be understood that instead of going 
into the water, they only went near it, 
and remained on the land, without its bor- 
ders. Consequently to be consistent, you 
must mean that Philip did not go into 
Azotus, and was not in Azotus when 
found, but in another place somewhere 
near the line of Azotus, though without 
its boundaries!!! A child could easily 
discover your sophistry, and readily dis- 


society than Atheism, because the latter is 
so contradictory to common sense and ey- 
ery day's observation, that few people 
can be made dupes enough to believe it. 
Bat I have seen in the course of 12 months 
past, men, on other subjects exercising 
judgment and reflection, eo beguiled with 
the soul chilling sentiments of Antinomi- 
anism, that they are now apparently 
steeled against all truths of a moral na- 
ture ; against all exhortation and all re- 
proof. They say that manis by no means 
a free-agent—he is amere machine, and 
acts only as he is acted upon. They have 
nothing to do with exhorting sinners, or 
with family prayer. ‘* The Bible, (say 
they,) is no rule for the world. The 
law of God is entirely annulled, The 
Old Testament is no rule fur Christians— 
it ts all fulfilled, and we have nothing to 
do with it.” They sometimes deceive 
the unwary by saying, ‘* that the mind of 
man is as free as water fo run down hills,” 
weaning that it can run no other way ! 
Now, though I have little hopes that 
such men will ever be converted to the 
truth, still those whose eyes are not en- 
lirely blinded, and given over to believe 
a lie, that they may be damned, may be 
made to see the truth more clearly ; and 
therefore will be less liable to be made 
proselytes to so dreadful a system of 
fulsehood—a system which is evidently 
gaining ground in this region. ‘Though 
such men actually despise al{ religious pa- 
pers, except those which inculcates their 
own creed ; still, if you will republish 
some of Fuller’s remarks on the above 
subjects, ** you may perhaps save a soul 
from death, and bide a multitude of sins.” 
In the edition published by S. Con- 
verse, of New-Haven, in 1824, commen- 
cing in the 4th Vol. 27th page, please in- 
sert the three following letters, all of 
which occupy but 10 pages.—Then from, 


cover that although e/s is ina few instan- 
ces translated to, and at, and ia, instead of | 
into, yet itis in such a situation in the. 
sentence, that ‘in most cases it canpot | 
mean any thing but into. Therefore, 1) 
will pass on after barely observing, that | 


have any weight, then we have no as- | 


into heaven, or the wicked into hell. As 


ter and was baptized, immersed,) came up 
out of the water, buried by baptism, &c. 
&c: which they considered to be sufficient- 
ly explicit It is the practise of all histo- 
rians, when any thing new is exhibited, to 
describe it; and after that, speak of it 
without any further description, with 


curs so TE Ohare wey — sition her d " 
cannot mean any thing but out Ofer rain 


leave it without comment. | 
[Reader, you may rest assured that the | 
translation, in reference to Philip and the | 
Eunnch going into, and coming out of the | 
water, is as literal as words can possibly | 


the 145th page, to 192 inclusive. I be- 
lieve it would be interesting to all your 
readers. 1 wish very especial notice to 
be taken of the 184th page. This in a 
few words, especially the first sentence, 
makes the intricate subject there discus- 


if your cavils upon the prepositien eis, | Sed extremely plaio.”’ 


Respectfully and affectionately yours, 
AMICUS. 
We shall with pleasure comply with the 
above request of ‘*.Amicus."? 
From a Gatiemen in yo a4 Unilavian 
no, . 
(Concluded vom page 46.) 
Now as to my belief iu the doctrine you 
have specified. | came to their re-exam- 


ination with a sincere desire to know the 


which any, but those who delight in cavil- 
ing, will be perfectly satisfied. 

You give a long catalogue where Anaba- 
ino, and Katabaino, are used for going 
down, and commung up ; and then observe, 
that they are *‘never used for rising up 
on the feel, or after the manner of a resur- 
rection.” /!! I hardly know what to 
think of this procedure of yours. You 
must be very ignorant of the Bible, and 
consequently of the practice of Baptists, 
or you would never have supposed that 


of their cause ; as it only means, there 
were a variety of stall streams in that 
place. The inhabitants must have been 
in a deplorable condition, if there was not 
water enough in all that part of the coun- 
try to keep one man sprinkling, when a 
drop to a person was ‘as good as a foun- 
tain.” !tis also very strange, and to me 
incomprehensible, that one man should 
want a multitude of brooks, in order to 
sprinkle one person at a time: but ac- 
cording to your Jate vision, it seems John 


would make but twenty-five candidates to 
each administrator. Unless preaching 
continued more than three hours, it clos. 


ed in the forenoon; and one would sup-!so being too high for my comprehension, 


pose the remainder of the day would af- 
ford abundance of time for preparation and 
baptism. Ia regard to preparation, it may 
be observed that these persons could, if 
they pleased, all retire to their own resi. 
dence and obtain a change of raiment, in 
avery short time, (which is very com- 
mon with the Baptists at the present day) 
for they all dwelt at Jerusalem, and so 
compact that they bad heard of the Apos. 
tles’ baptism with the Holy Ghost—made 
preparation, and assembled previous to 
nine o’clock in the morning. And in the 
time that one person could go to his resi- 
dence and obtain a change of raiment, and 
return, they could all do the same. Bat 
let it be remembered, that the Jewish 
laws required those who should touch 
any thing unclean, to wash their clothes, 
and bathe themselves in water. Levit. 
15th chapt. Hf their garments, (which 
were not like ours,) were to be so often 
washed in water, surely it could not ma- 
terially injure them to go into the water 
once more, although for another object 
And as those persons who had assembled, 
both male and female, bad so often to 


bathe in water according to the law of 


Moses, it is probable their fears of that 
element, and of ** violating the sixth com- 
mandment,”’ by obeying God. were not so 
great as you imagiue. ‘They could easily 
be baptized, and then returo to their 
dwellings and change their garments. 
Your last difficulty is concerning wa- 
ter. 
your statements concerning the Jews, — 


You first call them the ‘ Visible Church, 
embracing the blessings of the Messjah’s 


It is really amusing, Sir, to compare 


by going down into the water, and coming 
up out of the water, they meant the act of 
immersion. Baptists at the present day, 
as well as in the days of the Apostles, first 
o down into the water; then the candid. 
ate is ** buried by baptism,” and raised in 
resemblance of a resurrection, (Rom. vi. 
4—Col. ii. 12) after which they come up 
out of the water. Acts viii. 38, 39. For 
further information on this point, please 
toeither read your Bible, or witness a 
baptismal scene among the Baptists ; ei- 
ther of which will afford you all that is 
necessary. I will now examine your criti- 
cisms upon the prepositions apo and ek, 
translated out of, and eis, translated into. 
Apo and ek, are used synonymously. In 
reference to the first, which is used in the 
case of our Saviour coming out of the wa- 
ter, you observe, ‘* The instances are 
very rare in the New Testament, of the 
preposition apo being used for out of, ex- 
cept when from is distinctly implied.” 
Who doubts but when Jesus came up out 
of the water, he alsowent fromit? Ip 
reference to Philip and the Eanuch, you 
say, ‘* the preposition eis here used, is 
found in the next verse but one, signify- 
ing at—-And Philip was found at Azotus ; 
and no reason but a preconceived opinion 
can be assigned, why it should not be un- 
derstood (o, or at, instead of into, two ver- 
ses before’’ In reply I would observe, 
that if you are willing to attach the same 
meaning to the preposition at, when it 
precedes water, as you must when it pre- 
cedes Azotus, I am perfectly willing you 
should always translate the preposition in 


was under the necessity of going even to 
Enon, in order to obtain them. This al 


must be left without further comment. 

I shall now notice some of your objec- 
tions of another kind. ‘Can aby man 
forbid water, that these should pot be 
baptized, (Cornelius and his associates, ) 
who have received the Holy Ghost as well 
as we?’ You represent the Apostle as 
enquiring, ‘* who shall forbid water to be 
brought for them to be baptized?” In 
reply | would ask, who could torbid this ? 
Every person present had received the 
Holy Ghost. The six brethren, who 
were Jews, that came with Peter, had no 
authority over these Gentiles who were. 
to be baptized. Therefore they could 
not forbic them bringing as many vessels 
of water as they pleased. If these Gen-~ 
tiles themselves, were so stubborn as to 
forbid a bowl of water to be brought, | 
ask, who would undertake to ‘* sprinkle” 
them? If you will notice the connection, 
it will be all explained. ‘Those who went 
with Peter were Jews, and were aston- 
ished that the Holy Ghost should be 
poured out upon the Gentiles ; but when 
Peter saw that it was the case, and that 
they were as much subjects of baptism as 
were those Jewish brethren and himself 
when baptized, he barely enquires, (in 
substance,) if any of them (Jews) could 
forbid these Gentiles being baptized with 
water; and then, (instead of commanding 
any water to be brought,) he commanded 
them to be baptized. When he returned 
to Jerusalem, his Jewish brethren accused 
him for bis proceedings with these Gen- 
tiles, but Peter in his defence relates the 
whole proceeding, to wit: the vision— 
the descent of the Holy Ghost—and lastly, 


make it; and we cannot find words in the | truth as it is revealed ; with feelings sad- 
New Testament, which, if used, would! dened with the belief, that practical godli- 
have put the subject more beyond a doubt. | ness did not dwell with the believers in 
But according to the theory ol ‘Vv.’ it the Unitarian faith to the extent it did in 
would read: they came to a certain Wa-|the opposite; with a determination to 
ter, and then went fo the same water, | read the great book of haman nature, 
which would make periect nonseuse.— | while | perused the works of eminent 
But according to the Bible, it reads: (heological writers, and the Bible. I had 
they came epi (to) the water, and then | pot proceeded far before I found, that 
went down ers (inte) the water; which |there were two ways of studying the 
makes good language, good sense, und | Scriptures, and of receiving what they 
what is better stil, it makes gospel (ruth. ] | seemed to teach ;—one specalative, and 


question, at, instead of into. If Il should 
ask you where Philip went after leaving 
the Eunuch, doubtless you would reply, 
He went into Azotus. The fanslators of 
the Bible have not laboured to translate 


—"EI 
To the Editor of the Christian Secretary. 


‘1 have long had it in contemplation, 
to address you with a few extracts, anid 
original thoughts, on the subjects of Anti- 
nomianism, particular atonement, Free- 
agency of man, &c. but I find the subjects 
treated in such a masterly manner by our 
late excellent Andrew Fuller, that I must 
request you, if you deem it expedient, to 
occasionally, as you have opportunity, 
copy entire some of his letters on the 
above subjects into your valuable paper. 
A number of his letters are so short, that 
each would occupy little more than a col- 
umn, and more useful matter perhaps can- 
not be found. I wish to avoid all contro- 
versy, and a religious paper to be useful, 
ought also to avoid it. This idea affords 
me an additional inducement to relinquish 
writing you on the above subjects, or 
even extracting from him. The senti- 
meats of Fuller perfectly coincide with 
those of our Baptist brethren in this coun- 
try, excepta very few. Some of these 
few I esteem as eminent Christians, but 
view them as labouring under a mistaken 


Christ ; and I was myself often perplex- 
ex, until! read Fuller. The great bene- 
fit | have derived from the perusal of his 
works, induces me to request you to copy 
for those who bave not the epportunity 
to read his works at tength. ‘There are 
also, some persons in our country of dif- 
ferent denominations too, who to all in- 
tents and purposes are Antinomians.— 
Though as Fuller observes, Vol. 4, p. 37, 
““Many people are called Antinomians, 
yet very few call themselves su,” 


be attended with worse consequences to 


idea, with regar] to the atonement of 


For myself, I view Antinomianism to 


the other heartfelt : the former resulting 
from pride of intellect, adhering to the- 
‘ories, intent upon externals, somewhat 
negligent of ‘internal and personal piety, 
with little feeling of the contrition of the 
publican when he said, ** God’ be merci- 
ful to me a sinner ;”’ and the latter, be- 
lieving with the heart, surrendevzing the 
affections to Christ, submitting the will 
and inclining the understanding to the in- 
fluence of divine teaching, and placing the 
inquirer on a level with the meanest per- 
son in his reception of religious truth, 
and the necessity of repentance and con- 
trition. I learned that the religious com- 
munity is divided into two classes, as to 
their reception of Christianity, though 
they are mixed with many denominations, 
and that they are kept asunder chiefly by 
their feelings and opinions on one subject, 
viz. regeneration :—one of these classes 
believing, that religious principles and af- 
fections may be ingrafted upon the mind 
and heart, as other valuable instruction is 
given, by example, precept and a sense 
of utility : and the other believing, that a 
radical change must take place in our nat- 
ural inclinations, without which all these 
means and motives will be ineffectaal. lam 
satisfied that the Orthodox opinions on 
this point are Scriptural ; and no biblical 
criticism can triumph over a faith, that 
acquires its knowledge from the haman 
j heart, and finds the illustrations of Scrip- 
tnre in the bistory of man. Observation, 
living testimony, and history persuade me, 
that man, in his natural state, is alienated 
from God, averse to holiness, prone to 
wickedness ; and that civilization, example 
and instruction affect his outward conduct, 
butdo not produce such a change, as will 
make him, in solitude, and where hé is 


50 


unknown, as well asin active lile, and in 
the view of acquaintance, a religious man. 
This can be done only by a special influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, seconding his 
own sincere efforts. As St. Paul ex- 
presses it, we must work out our own sal- 
vation, and it is God who worketh in us, 
both to will and to do of his good pleas- 


ure. 
whether I receive the doctrine of original 
sin 


As to the doctrine of election I consid- 
er it in some respects, a merely specula 
tive subject. God proffers salvation to all 


men, and it is their own fault if they fail! uance of it apparently renders restoration 
As I have already said, 1 | more hopeless, in the eye of reason, than 
believe man to be asinner, whose affec- | at the beginning. None believe that the 
tions need to be changed ; that this change | fallen angels will be restored ; and why is ‘are changed, and they are now growing 
is to be expected from a careful attention | it more unjust in God to punish the high- | a5 the corn, and flourishing as the vine, in 


to the means of grace, and from the spe-|er order of intelligences eternally, than 
The Unitarians generally do not 


believe that God is always ready to grant | differ, as | can find, from a large class of | Charleston Baptist Association, on the first 


of obtaining it. 


cial influences of the Holy Spirit ; and I 


this influence to all men, who sincerely 
and properly seek it. Of course, it is 


not renewed. 
the doctrine of election. 


In answer to the question, Whether | godliness would be promoted? Would 


receive the doctrine of ‘ the vicarious 
sacrifice of Christ,” | reply : The study 
of the Scriptures teaches me, that man’s 
disobedience so infringes upon God’s law, 


that it appeared to him necessary that a) private character as we often observe, 
solemn exhibition should be made, in the | and in communities; that it touches a 
view of all intelligent veings, from the be- | chord in the human breast, that no other 
ginaing of time through eternity, of the | preaching does ; that it produces a life of | pwetye, 


divine displeasure against sin ; that con- 
sistently with the code of laws originally 
established for the restraint and govern- 
ment of his creatures, he could not par- 
don guilty men without such a sacrifice, 
expiation or saffering, as should answer 
the ends of punishment, and preserve the 
dignity and inviolability of his Statates ; 
and that Christ by freely and gratuitously 
offering himself a victim, a ransom, or a 
sufferer, on man’s behalf, satisfied divine 
justice, or in other words, sustained the 
inviolability and dignity of God’s law, 
which, with his example and instructions, 
the promised rewards to the obedient, and 
threatenings to the disobedient, render 
the bestowment of pardon consistent with 
God’s law in respect to all who are rec- 
onciled to God, and return to him, in the 
appointed way of repentance towards 
God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The doctrine of the Trinity once ap- 
peared to me contrary to the language and 
spirit of the Bible. 1 find that the Ortho- 


dox, although they believe that the doc-| 


trine is true, yet have various ways of ex- 
plaining their apprelfensions of it, all of 
which, however, include the doctrine. 1 
reflected that all Christians, who believe 
the other doctrines mentioned in your 


—owe » > -- 


Scriptural practices | am brought 
prove. I began, therefore, to consider it 
possible, that it might be (true. In the 
next place, I searched to see whether the 
Humanitarian, or Arian system is more 
free from difficulty. The superiority of 
our Saviour’s character to every thing hu- 
man, the sinless perfection of it, and the 
magnificent appellations given him in 
Scripture, satisfied me that his nature was 
of abigher order than man’s. And when 
1 consider that the attributes of Jehovah 


This is my answer to the inquiry, | 


to ap | opinions and preaching. 


CHRISTIAN SHCRETARY. 


——- 


than the doctrine of the Trinity. The 
Unitarian body are divided in opinion on 
this subject. or 

them, however, who professed positively 
to believe in the eternity of future pun- 
ishment. A few believe in annihilation, 
and the great majority in final restoration. 
| believe in eternal punishment; and it 


|tion. None, or a limited punishment, 
| seems to encourage men in sin. 


ment hardens the criminal, and a contin- 


| man ? 


' Universalists who believe in final restor- 
| ation. 


Were this union to occur, do you think 


‘not society wear a worse and more threat- 
‘ening aspect ? 

| When I consider that Orthodox preach- 
ing produces such remarkable changes in 


self-denial, prayer, sympathy, generous 
exertion for others’ salvation, and peace, 
joy, and triumph in death; and that Uni- 
tarian preaching usually effects no striking 
changes in the character of individuals, 


‘it does not generally afford a ground of 
triumph in the prospect of death, but the 
contrary:—I am constrained (to adopt 
| those opinions, which, on a fair examina- 
‘tion of the Bible, of individual character, 
‘and of society, produce the best fruits. 
In associating with the Orthodox, | have 
not found that there exist that bitterness, 
impeachment of motives, censures of op- 
‘ponents, furious zeal, and Pharisaical 
| pride, of which I formerly heard so much 
while | was a member of the Unitarian 
body. See the account of the procee- 
dings of the Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions in the Christian Regis 
‘ter, and the violent denuciations in late 
Christian Examiners, Whose motto 1s 
‘speaking the truth in love ;” and com- 
| pare these with the account given of the 
late anniversary of the American Unitari- 
:an Association, published in the New-York 


Observer; and you will see a sample of 
écuta- 


 —— . ile eed ated 
fee Nigh. itede of the Orthodox 
It is time for 
Unitarians at large to read, hear, see, and 
judge for themselves, instead of receiving 
the representations of partizans. Let 
them associate with the Orthodox, read 
their writings, attend sometimes on their 
preaching, and be eye and ear witnesses 
of their doctrines and practices. Let them 
cease (o speak or write bitterly ; let them 
examine themselves, and see if they are 
given to prayer, to reading the Scriptores 
daily and prayerfully, to a renunciation of 


are ascribed to him ; that he is omnipres- 
ent, omniscient, the Creator of all things, 
and, at the same time, is spoken of as a 


sinful indulgences and bad practices. I 
acknowledge there are persons in the Or- 
thodox denomination, whose blind zeal 


man ; that he was born and died ; I con- 

sidered, that two facts are here revealed, | 
—Jesus Christ is God, and he is man. | 
How are they to be reconciled? By as- | 
serting that he was God, in some sense, 

and yet not truly God ? that he was man, | 
insome sense, and yet not truly a man? | 
This perplexes the mind, is mystical, is | 
unsatisfactory ; no body of Christians | 
have ever reduced ittoa system. What, 
next? I will believe both facts ;—Jesus | 
Christ is both God and man. ‘* /Jow can! 
these things be ?”’ said Nicodemus, in 
another case. The way is not revealed, 
but the fact is. I will cease, then, to be 
wise above what is written. [i the attri 

butes of God are communicated, thought 
J, the possessor must be Almighty. If 
the fulness of the Supreme Being is trans- 
ferred, or imparted to another, he must be 
independent!y supreme. Is it not, then, 
satisfactory, | reasoned, to consider that 
the Godhead did reside in Jesus Christ 

so that when he is called God, the lan- 
guage may have an obvious meaning ? and 


we can admit the deity of Christ, and re- 
ceive the fact of the divine nature in two 
beings, we can in three. ‘ So we can in 
three hundred,’ saysthe Brahmio. True 
— if it be so revealed in our Scriptures ; 
as it isnot Thus, the Bible declares 
there are three, who are designated God, 
or three to whom tbe attributes of God 
are ascribed. It also avers, that there is 
but one God. The existence of these 
two facts isa mystery. The human mind 
cannot comprehend the nature of the un- 
ion, the why, and the wherefore ; as God 
has not revealed to us aknowledge of the 
divine essence. This system appears 
more satisfactory to my mind, than any 
other. It clears the language of Scrip-/t 
ture from confusion and contradiction. 
You did not enumerate, with the other 
doctrines, that of the punishment of the 
wicked in the future life. This is of a 


gious instruction, greater seriousness and 
thatthe Holy Spirit is divine also? If} exemplariness, and excite to greater lib- 
erality and effort in evangelizing the 
world? God has bestowed upon you un- 
usual ACen | for the Gospel minis- 
try. 

timation by the Unitarian denomination, 
and you are placed, by Divine Providence, 
in a situation of great responsibilty. You 
do not approve the principles or the con- 
duct of too many clergymen and laymen, 
who are called Unitarian, and yoa have 
borne honorable testimony to the piety 
and benevolence of many ot the Ortho- 
dox. 


arguments in support of Orthodoxy ;— 
not what is quoted from ancient times, but 


and described by its most enlightened 
men ; to look at the effects of preaching 
upon the community, not under the most 
favorable circumstances alone, but on the 


vast deal more practical consequence, | great body of the people throughout the 


and intemperate language should no more 
be imputed to the party, than the inflam- 
matory writings or speeches of some Uni- 
tarians should be considered as the senti. 
ments of that class of Christians. The 
sincere, upright, and serious of all parties 
reprobate and abhor such violence. 

And now, my dear sir, let me, in con- 
clusion, on the score of our long friend- 
ship, and my personal regard, ask you to 
place yourself in an impartial attitude, and 
survey with candor the opinions and lives 
of the great bodies of men, who are divi- 
ded so greatly in their religious senti- 
ments. Look at the effects of preaching 
and of opinions. Who are attracted by 
one class, and who by the other? Does 
falsehood, or error produce, inthe Ortho. 
dox denomination, the good fruits | have 
described? If Unitariansm is a more per- 
fect, scriptural system, why does it not 
produce more prayer, a better observance 
of the Sabbath, a more liberal use of 
money for religious objects, more reli- 


ou are deservedly held in high es- 


Permit me to entreat you to review the | i 


he Orthodoxy of this day, as preached 


I have never known one of | edge of the truth as itin Jesus, that we 


appears to me, thata contrary belief 
‘counteracts nearly all the good effects of 
| preaching, that is not built on this founda- 


Punish- 


Would not an union take place 


the fault of every person, if his heart is between these parties, if the vrepmagrg 
These are my views of considered it a matter of policy so to do ? 


or societies ; that it creates no bond of 
hearty union between its professors ; that congregation, who have been long under 


country ; and I pray God to guide and en- 
lighters you sail aapeait into the know!l- 


may attain to the salvation of our own 
souls, be preserved from hindering the. 
salvation of any under our influence, and 
contribute to the extension of practical, 
vital Christianity. 
I remain, with sincere respect, 
Yours, truly, 


Mount- Tope, S.C. March, 10, 1828. 


Dear Brother,—The Baptist Charches 
in Sumpter District, S. C. till within a 
few months past, were ina deplorable 
condition But, blessed be God, the times 


righteousness. 
Previously to the meeting of the 


of last November, a goodly number had 
been added to these churches. Since 
then, the gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit have been shed down in copious ef: 
fusions on them; so that the work, in 
most of them, has rather increased than 
diminished, In the Church at the High 
Hills of Santee, under the pastoral care 
of Bro. Hartwell, 71 have been added by 
baptism, since the last Association. At 
Swift Creek, eight miles below Camden, 
Bro. Bowen has baptized about sixty ! 
At Piedmont, Brother Gause has baptized 
Mount Pisgah Baptist Church, 
under my care, has not had as many added 
to her this year, as she had the last. How- 
ever, on the first Sabbath in January, I 
had the pleasure to baptize a young gen- 
tleman, the only son of one of my dea- 
cons. There are afew persons, in the 


serious concern of soul, who, it is hoped, 
will be enabled to put on Christ by bap- 
tism ere long. At the Bethel Church, 
where I preach half of my time the Lord 
is carrying on a glorious work. Immedi- 
ately after the Association, eleven were 
baptized in one day. On the second Sab- 
bath in February it was my privilege, 
thongh very unwell at the time, to go 
down into the water, and in obedience to 
the command of Zion’s King, to bury in 
the liquid grave, twenty-one precious 
souls, Of this number 15 were whites ; 
the rest were coloured people. Of the 
whites 12 were females ; one of thema 
little girl in her 13th year. The eldest 
of this number were a man and his wife, 
between 60 and 70 years of age Thus 
while God is calling some in the morning 
of life, others are brought in at the elev- 


will oppose them. They who cry earn- 
estly to their Saviour for mercy and grace, 
may be rebuked that they should hold their 
peace ; but in such case, they wil! do well, 
like some in the gospel, to ** cry the more, 


David.” 

As the meetings are so much and so 
severely condemned ; as by some of our 
brethren we are still held up to public 
scorn as proud, seditious, de-igning men, 


its peace, turning the world upside down, 
itis, we humbly believe, fitting, and 
should the Lord vouchsafe his blessing, it 
may be profitable to continue this apology 
for those who attend them: not however 
inthe manner, nor (it is hoped) in the 
spirit of controversy ; but with the claim 
of being heard in our own defence ; with 
the hope that we may be judged according 
to the rule of Christian charity ; and also 
that a candid, dispassionate view of the 
subject may tend to allay, rather than to 
stir up contention, and may promote what 
is at all times highly necessary, and at the 
present especially needed and desirable, 
peace in the Church, and love among its 
members, 

Another crror to which we are natural- 
ly prone, and which in every age has 
been very injurious to true religion, is 
neglecting weightier matters, through at- 
tention to things of minor importance. 
When we consider that wickedness and 
infidelity every where prevail ; when doc 
trines subversive of the most essential 
principles of Christ’s religion, and ma- 
king his cross of no effect, proudly lilt 
their head, and boast of daily success ; 
when the loye of so many is cold; and 
when self-righteousness and self-will, and 
contention and love of the world so much 
predominate among those who profess to 
be the disciples of the holy and humble 
Jesus, we might expect that the gospel 
preacher would find sins and errors 
against which to raise his warning voice, 
and to thunder out his denunciations, more 
detestable and more alarming, than revi- 
vals of religion and meetings for social 
prayer. Itis also worthy of some con- 
sideration, that so far as on the one hand 
these exercises meet with great opposi 
tion from worldly people; and on the 
other there are great efforts of the ad- 
versary to render them instrumental of 
evil, they have evidence of being agreea- 
ble to God’s will: for sach opposition, and 
such abuse will in every age be made to 
frustrate the effects of gospel truth. 
Truth also requires us to admit, and can- 
dor to state that there are facts, of more 


enth hour. I expect, under the divine 
blessing. to bantiee: Hemel, ON the sec- 
ond Sabbath in April. 
Thus, my dear Brother, God has been 


life, to witness and to enjoy another pre- 
cious revival of religion. I had long been 
praying and hoping for it. Truly ** my 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and ny spirit 
rejoices in God, my Saviour.’’ 
Yours affectionately, in our Lord, 
Col. Star. JOSEPH COOK, 
Wesleyan Academy, Wilbraham-—The 
Rev. Mr. Fisk, Principal of this Acade- 
my, ina letterto the Editor of Zion’s 
Herald of March 22, states, that a revival 
has commenced in this Institution. He 
says,—‘‘ In less than one week, we wit- 
nessed in the steward’s family, which con- 
sisted of about 80 persons, bet veen 30 
and 40 hopeful subjects ot the work, be- 
sides a number that are still seeking. As 
there were not far trom 30 in the family 
which enjoyed religion betore, it will be 
seen that those who have obtained com- 
fort, and the five or six which now appear 
to be seeking, make up almost all the fam- 


pleased to permit me in the decline of| €¥€2 by those who preached with evil in. 
tention, well may we rejoice and praise 


God that thousands, and tens of thousands, 
a'e yearly awakened to righteousness, 
and that the everlasting Gospel is spread cheering accounts of the revival of God’s work 
to the remotest regions, by those who are | °f grace, from that State; and similar tidings 
are heard from various other sections of our 
and hold in common with us the grand es-|country. For the continuance and universal 
Dare we|extension of this works, let the godiy never 
affirm that means and efforts which Pfo-| cease to pray in a time accepted. “ Behold 
now ts the accepted time—Behold now is the 
day of salvation.” 


evidently actuated by the best motives, 
sentials of the Christian faith. 


duce such fruits, are only from human 
wickedness and error ; or from the instig- 
ation of the devil? 


Christian spirit is best shown by patient 
suffering and cheerful submission. 
can do no more than kill the body, and 
happily io this country not quite so much. 
Having done what we conscientiously be- 
lieve is most likely to honor our Divine 
Master; to promote the best interest of 
His Church, and to save ourselves and |increasing. 
0 ig we may well leave the event with 
od, 


weight than a thousand, oninians .o high 
those who favor such meetings and revi- 
vals. 


If St. Paul rejoiced in the good done 


Let those rule who love power: a 


Man |; 


Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of 


enemies of the Church, and disturbers of 


adapted to the use of Sabbath Schools. 
faithful use of this work is calculated to bene- 
fit both the teacher and the pupil, and we are 
gratified to see the demand for it, so rapidly 


—< - 
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Harrrorp, SATURDAY, Aprir, 19, tea5. 
REVIVALS IN KENTUCKy 

The last number of the Baptist Recorjey 

presents a cheering prospect, in regard {g the 

state of religion in maby parts of that State, 

In a letter to one of the Editors, dateg Nicho. 

lasville, March 22d, is the following Recount . 


“ At our last mecting, brethren Creath 
Morton baptized forty-six persons, The 
are several more wailing for an opportunity . 
follow their Lord and Master in his liquid 


grave. 1 

Since the revival commenced jn (hj. place 
upwards of one hundred persons have put « “ 
Christ by baptism, declaring to the world, that 


they are the disciples of the Lord hy obed 
ence (to his odinances. O my dear brother. i: 
is pleasing to witness the solemn and interest. 
ing scenes that have occurred in this place 
the last two or three months; to see coe 
friends and neighbors, come forward in croy. 
and give their artless relations of the divine 
dealings with them; their deep sense of the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin—their expressions 
of gratitude to God for an all suflicient sacr;. 
fice to atone for them, an ardent desire to lake 
up their cross, and follow their Saviour. This 
is the Lord’s doings and marvelous in our eye: 
Bless the Lord O my soul, and aii that is wi), 
in me praise his boly name. 
Providence church, five miles from this 
place, has shared largely in this revival, but 
the precise number that have been received, | 
am not able to state. 

Mount Pleasant church, four miles from 
this place attended by brother E. Waller, has 
been abundantly blessed.” 


Another Letter dated Mercer Co. March 
15th, states, 


‘** ] embrace tiis opportunity to inform you 
of the present state of the Charch at Shaw- 
nee Run. The religious prospects of this 
church at present. are flattering. At our Feb. 
ruary meeting 7 were added to us, and at our 
last meeting thirteen more were received by 
experience ; sixteen of whom were baptized 
last Sabbath, by our old father in the Gospel 
Elder John Rice, who still stands like one of 
the tall cedars of Lebanon ; having breastei 
the storms of persecution and withstood the 
cunning devices of pretended retormers, for 
upwards of forty years He may still, justly 
be calleda burning and shining light in the 


Zion. 
The members of our church seem to be 
alive, on the subject of religion. They ap- 
pear to engage with zeal in endeavouring to 
build again the waste places of Zion, and ey- 
en to stand upon its walls and call upon their 
fellow travellers to eternity saying ‘* come and 
ys with us, and we willdo the good, for the 
ord hath spoken good concerning Israel.” 
We desire the prayers of all who have an in- 
terest with the Lord, that he would in much 
mercy, carry on his good begun work among 
us, ubtil every family and individual in our 
neighborhood, shall be zealously engaged in 
promoting the cause and kingdom of our Lord 
aod Saviour Jesus Christ. Farewell. _ 
“From a Letter (ror wiasdi" County, we 
are informed that largely upwards of one hun- 
dred persons have been recently added to the 
Baptist Church at May’s Lick.” 
“We are informed that upwards of forty 
persons have recently been baptized and join- 
ed the Baptist Church, in Lancaster, Garrard 
County, Ky.” 
These are but a few, among the very many 


SABBATH SCHOOL BOOKS. 
Judson’s Questions on the Holy Scriptures, 
$a work of much merit, being admirably 
The 


Small Pox.—The following Letter bas been 


world, and a faithful watchman on the walls of 


communication. 
the Prayer Meeti 


present with us, 
approbation. 

f it be admitted that the meetings are 
according to the will of God, 
Spirit will and does bless those who unite 
io fervent supplication, it must, accordi 
to the Scriptures, be expected that men 


on the Lord’s side. This is the 
doing, and it is a marvellous work. 


PRAYER MEETINGS. 


pal] Recorder to Bishop Griswold. 


the drift of the remarks. 

Great efforts have recently bee 
from the pulpit, and from the 
make it believed that Prayer 


are generally the theatres in which spirit- 
ual pride,- ambition and ostentation, in- 
dulge their unhallowed aims. Th 
deed hard judgment. 
are still favoured again and again with 
some remarks of Mr. Scott, who seems 
almost to have atoned for his Calvinism, 
and to have become an oracle among us, 
by mentioning come evils resulting from 
certain meetings within his own observa- 
tion.—Of his testimony, and that of a very 
few others, enough was said in a former 
on. Those best acquainted 
with the writings and character of that 
faithful minister of Jesus Christ, and with 
: ngs held by Episcopal- 
ans in Rhode Island, will not a moment 
doubt but they would, were he living, and 
receive his most cordial 


ily, who may now we trust be reckoned 


The following extracts are from a commu- 
nication in the Vermont Epiecopal Register, 
which is ascribed by the Philadelphia [Ey 


rs recollect the quotations from Bishop 
Hobart’s Sermon, they will be at no loss to see 


In support of it we 


and that his 


Lord’s 


isco- 
f our 


n made 
ress, to 
eetings 


. . . 


{Grand Jury informed his 


"8 |‘ magnify his word above all his name.” 


INFLUENCE OF REVIVALS. 


At the close of the late session of the 
Superior Court for Wilkes Co. Ga. the 
Hon. Judge 
Crawford, that nothing had transpired un- 
der its observation. on which to form a 
presentment, and was consequently dis- 
missed without one line being left on re- 
cord detrimental to the character of a Vir- 
tuous and intelligent people. The 
‘* Washington News,” speaks of this as 
‘ta glorious instance of the thrice blessed 
influence of that regenerating spirit that 
has fixed his abiding place among us.” 
A revival of religion commenced in that 
place during the session of Synod in the 
fall of 1826,—and this is its fruit.— 
Charleston Obs. 


PRAYER-MEETINGS IN ENGLAND. 


Prayer-meetings in England, for Revi. 
vals of Religion similar to those with 
which our United States are favoured, 
are establishing in England; and the in- 
creased exertions of our citizens at the 
annual meeting of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions for 
the spread of the gospel, are producing a 
similar zeal in Great Britain.— What won- 
ders may not be effected, through the 
blessing of God, by tie example of’ well- 
directed efforts for the salvation of a 
guilty world'—The promise to the 
church, “I will make thee an eternal ex- 
cellency, the joy of many generations,” 
must be accomplished; for God will 


—Christ. Watch. 


received by the Post Master in New-York, 
directed to any Post Master in the United 
States: 

** U. S. Consulate Office, Santa Cruz, 
Teneriffe, (Canary Isles,) Feb. 12, 1828. 
Please inform your Board of Health, that 


the Small Pox is raging in all the Islands, ike 
the Plague. 


TURKEY. 
By the articles under the political head of 
this paper, it will be seen that the * note of 
preparation is heard through the Turkish do- 
minions,’’ and that the dreadful onset between 
Turkey and the Allied Powers is hastening. 


What is a Congregational Church? Let 
Charles Buck answer, — 


Congregational Church, is so called from 
their maintaining that each congregation 
of Christians, which meet in one piace for 
religious worship, is a complete Church, 
and has sufficient power to act and per- 
form every thing relative to religious gov- 
ernment within itself, and is in no respect 
subject or accountable to any other 
Church. It does not appear, say they, 
that the primitive churches were nation- 
al; they were not even provincial ; for, 
though there were many believers and 
professing Christians in Judea, iv Galilee, 
in Samaria, in Macedonia, in Galatia, and 
other provinces, yet we never read of a 
provincial church in any of those places. 
The particular societies of Christians in 
these districts, are mentioned in the plu- 
ral number, 2 Cor. viii. 1. Gal. i. 2. Acts 
ix. 31. According to them, we find no 
mention made of diocesan churches in the 


New Testament. In the days of the 
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Apostles, Bishops were so far from pre- 
siding over more churches than one, that 
sometimes a plurali:y of Bishops presided 
over the same church. See Phil. i. 1. 
Nor do we find any mention mide of pa- 
rochial churches. Some of the inhabit- 
ants of a parish may be Infidels, Mahom- 
etans, or Jews; but Gospel Churches 
consist of such as make an open profes 

sion of their faith in Christ, and subjec- 
tion to the Gospel, Romi. 7. 1 Cor. xiv. 
26, Itseems plain, then, that the primi- 
tive churches of Christ were properly 
congregational. The first church at Je- 
rusalem met together in one place at the 
same time, Acts1. 14,15 The church 
of Antioch did the same, Acts xiv. 27. 
The church of Corinth the same, 1 Cor. 
xiv. 23. The same did the church at 
Troas, Acts xx. 7. There was a church 
at Cenchrea, a port of Corinth, distinct 
from the church in that city, Rom: xvi. 
He that was a member of one church, 
was not a member of another. The 
Apostle Paul, writing to the Colossian $0- 
ciety, says—" Epaphras, who is one of 
vu, saluteth you,” Col. iv. 12. 

Such a church is a body distinguished 
from the civil societies of the world, by 
the spiritual nature and design of its gov- 
ernment; for, though Christ would have 
order kept in his church, yet without any 
coercive force ; a thing inconsistent with 
the very nature ol such a society, whose 
end is instruction ; and a practice suitable 
to it, which can never in the nature of 
things be accomplisned by penal laws or 
external coercion, Isa. xxxin 22. Matt. 


yo 


xxi. 8, 10. John xvin. 36, Ps. ii. 6. 
2 Cor. x. 4,5. Zech. iv. 6, &c. 


1. Church members are those who com- | 


yose or belongto the church. As tothe 


visible church, 1 may be observed that re- | 


al suintship is not the distinguishing crite- 
rion of the members of it. Nope, indeed, 
can without it honestly offer themselves to 


shurch fellowship: but they cannot “be | 
charch fe | y who have entered into a solemn covenant to 


refused admission for the mere want of it ; 
for 1. God alone can judge the 


heart. 
Deceivers can counterfeit -aintship, 1 | 


CHRISTIAN SECKETARY. 


assume arbitrary jurisdiction over such a 
society.. They have but one master, who 
is Christ. See Matt. xviii. 15.19. Even 
the officers which Christ has appointed in 
bis church, have no power to give new 
laws to it; but only, in conjunction with 
the other members of the society, to exe- 
cute the commands of Christ. They 
have no dominion over any man’s faith, 
nor any compulsive power over the con- 
sciences ofany. Every particular church 
has a right to judge of the fitness of those } 
who offer themselves as members, Acts 
ix. 26. If they are found to be proper 
persons, they must then be admitted: and 
this should always be followed with pray- 
er, and with a solemn exhortation to the 
persons received. If any member walk 
disorderly, and continue to do so, the 
church is empowered to exclude him, 1 
Cor. v.7. 2 Thes.iii.6. Rom. xvi. 17. 
which should be done with the greatest 
tenderness ; but if evident signs of re- 
pentance should be discovered, such must 
be received again, Gaj. vi. 1. This and 
other church business, is generally done 
on some day preceding the Sabbath on 
which the ordinance is administered.’’ 

What intelligent baptist does net at once 
recognize, in this description of a Congrega- 
tional church, his own church, formed as he 
honestly believes after the Gospel plan? 

It always affords us pleasure to hear of the 
progress of strict Congregational principles, 
because we believe they are according to 
truth. When we speak of strict Congrega- 
tional principles, we use a phrase which we 
think expresses correctly the character of 


| those principles, which designate the Gospel 


Church according to the New Testament, in 
distinction from national churches. The 
church of Christ, established according to the 
order of the Gospel, is a congregation of pro- 


|fessed believers, who have been immersed in 


water in (he name of the sacred Trinity; and 


maintain the doctrines, ordinances, spirit, and 
conversation enjoined on his followers by Je- 


Sam xvi. |. 7.—2. John the Baptist, and | sus Christ. None but penitent believers, who 
the Apostles required no more than out- bring forth correspondent fruits, havea right 
ward appearances of faith and repentance, | tu enter this fraternity, or to participate of its 
in order to baptism, Matt. i. 5. 7. Acts) ordinances. There cannot (io our sober judg- 
ii, 38—viil. 13. 235.—3. Many that were | ment,) exist a greater incongruity of conduct, 
admitted members in the churches of Ju- than is exhibited when a professed watchman 
dea, Corinth, Philippi, Laodicea, Sardis, | of Jsrael, administers the initiatory ordinance 
&c. were unregenerated, Acts v. 1. 10— | or). 5tism to an unconscious babe; and in a 
viii. 13, 23, 1 Cor. v. Ii. 15. Phil. | years is found addressing that child as an 


iii, 18, 19. Rev. iii, 5 15. 17.—4.), 

tt . . tent sinner, ap enemy of God, a child 
‘hrist c ares the Gospel Church to aj '™Pe™ . . OP 
COPE Gomaperae She ert ‘of disobedience, and consequently a child of 


floor on which corn and chaff a e mingled | 
together ; to.anet in which good and bad wrath, even as others. If the church jis oa- 
“"~=43 the real church, 1. ‘The true mem-| membership in it, and to all its privileges ; 
bers of it are such as are born again,—2. unless they forfeit their right to the privileges 
They come out from the world. 1 Cor |of the nation, by some misconduct. But if 
vi. 17, —3. They openly profess love to | the church is Congregational, and no? nation- 
Christ, James in, 14. 26. Mark vin. 34,/ a), as Mr, Buck has described it above, and 
&c.—4. They walk 10 all the ordinances | made up of a company of believers in the 


of the Lord blameless. Nove but such /7, ord Jesus Christ, only, then if an infant 


are proper members of the true church ; 
nor should any be admitted to any partic- 
ular church, without some appearance of 


does not give satisfactory evidence that it 1s a 


child of God by faith, it has no right to the or_ 


dinances of the spiritual kingdom of Christ.— 


these, at least. | 7 : 
2. Church fellowship is the communion | If he 1s a child of God by faith, then he is not 


that the members enjoy one with another. | @ child of wrath. 


The end of church fellowship is, 1. The | Strict Congregational principles, if fullowed 
maintenance and exhibition of asystem of | up to their legitimate results, do of necessity 
sound principles, 2 ‘lim. i. 13. 1 Tim.) overthrow infant vaptism; and to this con- 
vi. 3, 4. 1 Cor. vin. 5, 6. Heb. ii. 1.) clusion very many conscientious Christians 
Eph. iv. 21.—2. The support of the or-' have come, and have acted accordingly, and 
dinances of the Gospel worship, in their) we rejoice to see that their number is very ra- 


purity and simplicity, Deut. xn. S1, 32. 
Row. xv 6.--3. The impartial exercise 
of church government and discipline, 
Heb. xii. 15. Gal wi. 1. 2 Timur 24, 
C6. Tit iii. 10. 8 < or. v. James in. 
17.-—4. The promotion of holiness in all 
tnanner of conversation, Phil. 1. 27--11 
15, 16. 2 Pet. ui. 11. Phil. iv. 8. 

The more particular duties are, 1. Earn- 
est study to keep peace and unity, Eph. 
iv. 3. Phil i. 2, 3—t. 15, 16.—2. 
Bearing of one another’s burdens, Gal. 
vi. 1, 2.--3, Earnest endeavours to pre 
vent each other’s stumbling, 1 Cor. x. 2, 
2, Heb. x. 24 27. Rom. xiv. 13.—4. 
Steadfast continuance in the faith and wor- 
ship of the Gospel, Actsu. 42 —-5. Pray- 
ing for, and sympathizing with each oth- 
er, 1 Sam. xu. 25 9 Eph. wi. &. 

The advantages are, 1. Peculiar incite- 
ments to holiness, Eccl. iv. 1 ..--2. There 
are some promises applicable to none but 
those who attend the ordinances of God, 
and hold communion with the saints, Ps 
xc. 13s Is. xxv. G@ ~~) Ps. cxxnn. 13. 16 
—xxxvi. 8. Jer. xxxi. 12.—3. Such are 
under the watchful eye and care of their 
Pastor, Heb. xii. 7.—4. Subject to the 
friendly reproot or kind advice of the 
saints, 1 Cor. xii. 25.—5. Their zeal and 
love are animated by reciprocal conversa- 
tion, Mal. iii. 16. Prov. xxvu. 17.—6. 
They may restore each other it they fall, 
Ecel. iv. 10. Gal. vi. 1.—7. More easily 
promote the cause, and spread the Gospel 
elsewhere. 

3. Church officers are those appointed 
by Christ for preaching the word, and the 
superintendance of church affairs ; such 
are bishops and deacons, to which some 
add. Elders. See these articles. 

4. As to church order and discipline, it 
may be observed, that every Christian so- 
iety formed on the Congregational plan is 
strictly independent of all other religious 
societies. No other church, however 
numerous or respectable ; no person or 
persons, however eminent for authority, 


abilities, or influence, have any right to. 


| pidly increasing. 
| We have never believed that our Congre- 
'gational brethren would, as a body, formally 


| 


| sary, and probably not best. But we have 


; | long entertained the conviction that the tine 


would come, when they would, under the light 
‘of revealed truth, and guided by the spirit of 
| God, renounce infant sprinkling, that “ part 
‘and pillar of Popery,” and germ of national 
churches, and act up to their own, and the Bi- 
‘ble premises, in regard to church order. 
Then communion would be free, if not open 
| The increasing spirituality of the Congrega 
‘tiona! churches, is the most favourable token 
of such a result.—We think we hazard nothing 
_by the remark, that, strict Congregational} 
| principles, and the principles on which the 
‘regular Baptist Churches are founded, are 


the same. 


Connecticut Bible Sociely.—As there seems 
/to be some misapprehension in regard to the 
| Circular issued by the Committee of this So- 
ciety, requesting an examination into the 
want of Bibles in this State, it may not be im- 
proper to mention that while the Commiitee 
are desirous to learn the number of readers 
destitute of the Scriptures, their object is, at 
present, only to supply destitute families. 
This is distinctly stated in the vote of the Di- 
recting Committee contained in the Circular. 
lt was thought however, that it would be of 
use in exciting the public attention to the sub- 
ject, and would cause very little trouble, if 
the number of readers destitute of the Bible, 
as well as the number of families, were to ve 
ascertained. Though the Directing Commit- 
tee do not undertake to supply these individu- 
als, it is hoped that in some cases, they will be 
induced to supply themselves—and that in oth- 
er cases, where they are really unable to do 
it, their neighbours or friends wili do it for 
them. Itis the wish of the Committee that 
the number of families destitute of the Bible 
—by which is here meant, both the Old and 
the New Testament—should be separately 
and distinctly stated. It is also their wish that 
every such family in the State should be sought 
out without distinction of sect or deuomina- 
tion. The mode of examination must vary 
according tothe particular circumstances of 


, come over to the Baptists: thatis not neces- | 


different places.—though it is believed that 
two or three active agents in each school dis- 
trict would seumnaplich the business with great 
ease. 

We have already suggested that actual ex- 
amination will show a greater destitution of 
Bibles than any of us apprehend. We can 
now state, from the reports made, that this is 
the fact. Let no one be surprised to find 
twenty, thirty or even forty Bibles are wanted, 
where there was supposed to be an abundant 
supply. 

A ITT IIS SOS +r ET TE ET 


General Xntellfgcnec. 


LATEST FROM ENGLAND. 


By the arrival of the ship Samvet Roberison, 
Capt. Choate, which sailed from Liverpool on 
the 27th, the Editors of the Morning Courier 
have received from their attentive Corres- 
pondent, London papers of the 26th, and Liv- 
erpool of the 27th of February inclusive. 

These papers contain the Manifesto of the 
Sultan, from which we make a few extracts: | 


** The three Powers, having openly violated | 
subsisting treaties, and declared war, the Sub- 
lime Porte had a just right to retaliate, and to 
act otherwise than it has done towards the 
Ambassadors, the subjects, and the vessels, 
which were in this place. But the Ministers 
of those three Powers having endeavoured to 
ts - them by pm a that it was the com- 
manders of the imperial (Turkish) fleet who 
had been the cause of the battle, the Sublime 
Porte, considering the circumstances, remained 
still silent, and, by a last effort of policy invi- 
ted the three Ambassadors to abandon allogeth- 
er the affairs of Greece. Deaf to the voice of 
justice, those infidels did not cease to require 
that their demand respecting the independ- 
ence of Greece be admitted such as it had 
been made. It may even be said that thei 
solicitations became more pressing. In a 
word, the hostile intentions of the Franks 
against Islamism became evident. JVeverthe- 
less, for the purpose of gaining time, at least 
till summer, every possible show of moderation 
was used in (he conferences and conversations 
which took place some weeks ago." 

“ Thus have affairs come to this point. If 
at present, (God preserve us from it!) after 
having witnessed such conduct, and been askk- 
ed such conditions, we were (to give way, and 
to concede the independence of the Greeks, 
the contagion would soon extend to all the 
Greeks setiled in Rumelia and Anatolia, with- 
out the possibility of remedying the evil. 
They would all pretend tu the same independ- 
ence—they would renounce their duties as 
Rayas, and, triumphing in a year or two over 
the generous Mussulman nation, they would 
finish one day, by suddenly imposing laws up- 
on us, (God preserve us from it !) and the ruin 
of our religion and our empire would be the 
inevitable result. Whulst, thanks to God! the 
numerous provinces of Europe and Asia are 
filled with an immense Mussulman population. 
Does the sacred Book, and does our law permit 
us, through fear of war, to iet our religion be 
trodden under foot, and to deliver ourselves to 
the infidels from hand to hand, our country, 
our wives, our children, our goods, and our 
property.” | 

The conclusion is couched in these words : 

. “ This war is not, like all former wars, a 

trontiers. he object of the infias> or settle 

nihilate Islamism, and to tread under foot the 

Mussulman nation. It must, therefore, be 

considered purely as a religious and national 

war. Let all the faithful, rich or poor, great 

or small, know that to fight is the duty of us 
all. Let them not dream of a monthly pay, 
or of any pay whatever; far from it, let us 
sacrifice our property and our persons ; let us 
fulfil with zeal all the duties which the honour 
of Islamism imposes upon us; let us unite our 
efforts, and labour with heart and soul for the 
maintenance of religion until the day of judg- 
meot. Mussulmen have no other means of 
obtaining salvation either in this world or the 
next. We hope that the Most High will 
vouchsafe to confound and disperse in every 
quarter the infidels, foes to our religion and 
our empire, and that in all times, io all places, 
and in all cases, he will grant victory to the 
Faithful. Our true position being thus known 
to all Mussulman, there is no doubt that if 
they have the least faith and piety, they wall 
also know their duty ; they will unite heart 
and soul to maintain our religivn and our em- 
pire; as well as toinsure their own salvation 
in this world and the next, and thatif the oc- 
casion requires it, they will discharge with 
zeal and valour the varied functions of the 
war, and fulfil exactly the duties imposed up- 
on by our holy law. Help comesfrom God !” 


Speaking of this Manifesto, the Timee of 
the 25: of February contains the following 


Declaration of War by the Porte—Union of 
Austria and Prussia with the Allies.—We give 


;in another column, the Turkish Manitesto, 
| from the Wonileur of Thursday. Its substance 
had already partially transpired, but not suffi- 
ciently to show that it is, in fact, nothing less 
than a Declaration of War against the three 
Allied Powers—a war which is to be the more 
deadly in its nature, as it is preclaimed not to 
be for the acquisition of provinces, or the set- 
tlement of a frontier, but for the maintenance 
of religion and the empire—a religious and 
national conflict. It is frankly acknowledged 
that temporization has been used for the pur- 

e of making efficient preparation, and de- 
lasting hostilities till the summer, which does 
not seen to be the best possible policy, as all 
obstacles to the advance of the Russians must 
be less formidable in summer than in winter. 
The only chance left for peace, is the total 
abandonment of the Greek question, a course 
which, after what has taken place, itis no lon- 
ger in the power of the Allies to pursue with. 
out disgrace and dishonour, 


LONDON, Feb. 28. 

French papers to the 25th instant, arrived 
last night by express. They have brougit 
additional intelligence from Constantinople, 
Prince Metternich is said to have sent numer- 
ous couriers to that capital since the appear- 
ance of the Turkish Manifesto, to endeavour 
toarrange differences, but the Divan,contin- 
ued steady in his determination for war. It 
was reported, thatas soon the Manifesto reach- 
ed the Head-quarters, the whole army had 
crossed (he Pruth, and the rumour had occa- 
ae a fallin the Austrian Funds.—WVew 

umes. 


Hamburgh papers tothe 20th, and Dutch 

pers to the 23d inst. came to hand last night. 

he Grand Duke Constantine arrived at St. 
Petersburgh oo the 4th, from Warsaw. The 
whole of the Jews have been ordered to re- 
move from the Government of Kiew—those 
that have real property, in two years—those 
that have no real property, in one year—and 
those that are not registered, in six months. 
No reason is assigned for this absurd and ty- 


will not leave St. Petersburgh during the win- 
ter months, but in the end of April, or be- 
gioning of May, he is expected to makea 
tour of the Southern Provinces ; the Empress 


Intelligence has reached Harlaem from 
Batavia, up to the 23d October. Hostilities 
had again commenced, and were again Carri- 
ed on with varying success. 

——D eo 
From the N. Y. Statesman. 


ENGLAND. 


' 


By the 
from London papers of that city to the Ist ult. 
are received, 

The London Times of the 28th of February, 
says ** the majority of 44 in the House of Com- 
mons on Tuesday night, in favour of the re- 
peal of the celebrated Test and Corporation 
Acts, is in truth what may be called a thunder- 
ing event. It will sound from one end of the | 
kingdom to the other, and the echo will be | 


' 
j 


heard in foreign parts.” 

Since the ‘)uke of Wellington’s appoint- 
ment tobe Master General of the Ordnance 
(1820) to his resignation last year, the annual 
yearly saving in the expenditure of that de- 
partment, is estimated at 320,000/. 

The King attended a fox hunton 27th Feb- 
ruary, and was expected in London on the 3d 
of eee. 

Lord Cochrane has left London for Paris, 
in order, says the Times, to engage the Greek 
Committe of the Continent to promote his plan 
for putting an end to piracy in the Mediter- 
ranean, whether committed by Greeks or 
others. Previous to his Lordship’s departure, 
arrangements were made for the prompt prep- 
aration of two steam vessels ; with these, no 
doubt whatever is entertained but that the ex- 
cesses, which are not less injurious to that 
commerce than to Greece herself, would be 
terminated in a few weeks. 

A letter from Liverpool, dated 27th Feb. 
says, we have very favourable accounts of the 
manufactures, and of the small stock on hand 
of manufactured goods. The sales at Liver- 
pool averaged 2000 bags of cotton daily. 

Major Gen. Sir Colia Campbell, K. C. B. 
has been appointed Governor and Commander 
in Chief of the island of Tobago. 

The roof of the New Brunswick Theatre, 
in London, fell in at 11 o’clock on the morn- 
ing of the 28th of February, while the per- 
formers were engaged ina rehearsal The 
proprietor, Mr. Maurice Gilbert, three or 
four of the performers, including Miss Feron, 
sister of the celebrated actress of that name, 
and Sor 10 other persons, were killed. The 
roof was an iron frame.—The public blamed 
the architect—but he sfates that the fault was 
in the proprietor having suspended the whole 
weight of the stage and jnachinery to the roof, 
cootrary to the advice and remunstrance of | 
the builder. | 


; 
| 


Statement of Votes given for Senators at 
the Jate election, as far as received. 


Johnson, 9089. Wells, 9366. *Ed- 


wards, 15356. *Reynolds, 1506. *Hfun. 
tington, 15571. Brockway, 9599. *T'wee 
dy, 9232. *Betts, 9025. *Boardman> 
15347. Nichols, 8670. Alsop, 8715. 
Fitch, 8483. Niles, 6081. Woodruff, 
6616. Dean, 62838. Stoddard, 7232. 
Olcott, 7103. | Crawford, 7251. = +Wild- 


* On both Tickets. + The vores given for 
Senators for Fairfield County by the fricads of 
the Administration, were divided between 
Messrs. Tweety and Betts, and Messrs. Wild 
man and Baldwin. 


Alabama.—By a recent census of this State 
it appears that the whole number of the inhab- 
itants is 224,047. Ot this number 91,308 are 
slaves, and 555 free people of color. The 


same state, in 1820 contained 127,901 inhabit- 


ot 


him standing up yonder ateway, out of the 
rain? If he hadn't hated cate he’d never 


done that: sol thought I'd just knock his 
brains out.’ Let political men apply the mer- 


intends to accompany bim as far_as Odessa.— | al of this, 


Hitrcucocksvitie, Con. April 5, 1828. 
Sin—By publishing the following Notice, 


you will confer a favour on a portion of your 


readers, and the public generally. 
Changes in the names of Post Offices. 
The name of Barkhamsted Post-Office, is 


ket ship Brighton, Capt Sebor, |changed to Hitchcocksville; Jesse Ives, Post 
}Master- The name of Barkhamsted Hollow 


Post-Office, to that of Barkhamsted; of whicli 
Drayton Jones, Esq. is P. Master. 


ORDINATION. 


Sr mrorp, Conn. April 14, 1829, 
Dear Sir,— 
By the request of the North Baptist Church 
in this town, I do myself the pleasure to inform 


you of the apparent usefulness, and ordina- 


tion, of your late Missionary, Farnam Know!l- 
ton :—A council being called, consisting of 
Elders, Deacons, and brethren of sister 
Churches, - presgenes to examine the 
candidate ; and after full satisfaction respect- 
ing his call by grace, his call to the ministry, 
his correct doctrinal views, and bis general 
good character, it was unanimously agreed 
that he should be set apart to the work, by 
prayer and the laying on of hands, 

n the occasion it was requested that Elder 
Jobo Ellis preach the Sermon, which was 
founded on 2 Cor. iv. 5. Elder Fountain pre- 
sided at the council, and gave the charge. 
Elder Peck offered the ordination prayer ; 
Elder Whiting the closing prayer. Elder 
Ellis gave the Right Hand of Fe! owship; and 
Elder Knowlton addressed the audience, sang 
a Hymn, and baptized two persons. The day 
was favoured with the golden beams of the 
Sun of Nature, but we trust more so by the 
rising beams of the ‘Sun of Righteousness.” 
May all our destitute Churches be soon fa- 
voured with ** Pastors after God’s own heart.” 

I am respectfully, Yours jn the fellowship 


of the Gospel, 
JOHN ELLIS, 


WARRIED. 


In this City, Mr. Ira Penfield, to Miss Ruth 
A. Wilcox, both of Chatham. 

At Cnet: Mr. John Kapin, to Miss 
Deidamia Goodale. 

At Pomfret, by Rev. James A. Boswell, Mr. 
Thomas Alien, to Miss Lucy Manning. 

At Middletown, on the 8th inst by Rev. 
John Cookson, Mr. Ames Clark, to Miss 
Clarissa Fields, 


OBITUARY. 


At Berlin, on the 10th inst, Mr. {suac Lee, 
aged 76 years. 

At Simsbury, on the 6th inst. Mrs. Pollina 
S. Phelps, aged 38 years; wife of Jeffery O. 
Phelps, Esq. 

At Goshen, Mr. Joseph Baily, aged 66 
years. 


ee 
UNION ACADEMY, 


Ss eeu: puune. t as, this day, 


commenced the Spring and Summer term of 
instruction in the Union Academy in Wal- 


lingford ; where he will instruct young cen-. 


tlemen and ladies in the various branches of 
literature, usually taught in similar Instita- 
tions. Miss £. Thatcier, of Hartford, whose 
services in the same department the last year 
received the most uoqualified approbation, 
has been engaged as a preceptress. Every 
possible attention will be paid by the teach- 
ers, to the morals and improvement of the pu- 


ants, showing a0 increase in seven years, of | pils intrusted to their care. 

116,140. The increase of slaves inthe same} Terms of tuition, $4 per quarter for Lan- 
time, is 49,429, and the decrease of people of | guages, $3 for English studies, and $2 for the 
color 16. We believe that no other State in | incipient branches. 

the Union, except Ohio shows so rapid an in-| Board, including washing, from $i 25 to 
crease of population. $1 50 per week. ' 

ISAAC KIMBALL, Preceptor. 


At the late Conference held in Camden, | _ Wallingford, April 4. _ 03w 13 
(S. C.) it was ascertained that the Metho- NOTICE, 


comprehending Georgia, South Carolina, 
and a part of North Carolina, had in- 
creased in number, during the last year, 
upwards of 8000, 7000 of which are 
white members. The greatest part of 
this remarkable augmentation is in the 
state of Georgia, —Wilmington Record. 


George Tamoree, son of the king of 
Atooi, one of the Sandwhich Islands, died 
at Oahu, in September last, at the age of 
about twenty-seven. He had received a 
handsome education in this country ; but 
on returning to his native land, created 
some disturbance amoung his countrymen. 
Latterly however, he became more pea- 
ceable, and relinquished many of the 
savage habits which he had previously 
shown adisposition to resume. 


The Rev. Wm. Collier has disposed of 
his interest in the * National Philanthor- 
pst,’ a weekly paper published in this 
city, to Mr. N. H. White. Mr. W. L. 
Garrison is in future to conduct it. 


Anecdote of Washington.—-We meet the 
following anecdote in a British Magazine of 
1782: ** When Cornwallis dined with Gen. 
Washington for the first time, Rochambeau 
being asked for a toast, gave “ the United 
States.” Washington gave ‘“ the King of 
France.” Cornwallis gaye ‘the King ;” 
but Washington, in putting the toast, added, 
“of England ; and confine him there, and I'll 
drink him a full-bumper.” 


oneal 


An Indian Chief of the Nova Scotia tribe, 
has, in person, presented a petition to the Le- 
gislature of Nova Scotia, praying that the 
vr of Rum to the Indians may be probib- 
ited. 


_ Manufactures.—The legislature of Virgin- 
ia, atits present session, las incorporated five 
companies for manufacturing purposes, with 
an aggregate capital of 645,000 dollars. Four 
out af the five companies will prosecute the 
manufacture of cotton. 


ist Episcopal Church, in the Conference oe months from the date hereof, being al- 


lowed by the Hon. Court of Probate for 

the District cf Suffield, for the creditors of 
the Estate of JOHN LEWIS, late of the said 
town of Suffield, deceased, to exhibit their 
claims. All persons haviag claims against 
said Estate, are required to exhibit them to 
the undersigned Executrix, within said six 
months, properly attested, or they will be de- 
barreda recovery. All persons indebted to 
said Estate, are required to make payment to 

*MARY LEWIS, Executrix. 
Suffield, April 17, 1828. 3w13 


FOR RENT. 


FRONT Chamber, suitable for an office, 
at present cogepies °F Sanford Mason. 
Possession had the first of May. 
J. W. DIMOCK, 
Hartford, April 19. 13 


NEW-YORK AND HARTFORD 
STEAM-BOAT LINE. 


The OLIVER ELLSWORTH, Capt. Tuo’s. Srow. 
The MACDONOUGH; Capt. Lurnen Smiru. 
gp Boats having been thoroughly re- 

paired, and put in the best condition, 
bave commenced their regular trips between 
New-York and Hartford, and will continue to 
run through the season on the following days : 


The Oliver Ellsworth will 


leave Hartford, MONDAYS and THURS- 
DAYS, at Il o’clock, A. M.; and New-York 
CU call and FRIDAYS, at 4 o'clock, 
P. M. 


The Macdonough will leave 
Hartford, WEDNESDAYS and SATUR- 
DAYS, at 11 o’clock, A. M. ; and New-York 
rae and THURSDAYS, at 4 o'clock, 
P. M. ore 

Passengers will be received and janded at 
the usual landing places on the River. _ 

Stages wil! be in readiness on the arrival of 
the Boats at Hartford, to forward passengers 
to Massachusetts, New-Hampshire, and‘ Ver- 


mont. 
iyFreight and passage as low as any other 


on the River. 
ae CHAPIN & NORTHAM, Agenis. 


Hartford, March 8, 1828. tf? 


** Tfow do you know that?’ © Didn’? 


rannical measure, The Emperor, it is said, 


pea What did you kill that, 
dog for ?"—** Because he’d the Hydrophobia.” | 
U you see | 


Gook XK Job Printing, 


EXECUTED WIFH CARE AND DESPATCH, 
AT THIS OFFICE 


| 
: 
| 
| 
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ee 


PORTRY. __ 


Thuse who have read and not without emo- 
tion, “The Cotter’s Saturday night” of 
Burns, will be scarcely tess moved with the 
just and deep toned moral feeling, which fills 
the following lines.—They are the production 
of a lady, and have found their way across the 
Atlantic, in Ackerman’s “ Forget me not,’ 
for 1828.—Zion’s Herald. 


FAMILY WORSHIP IN A COTTAGE. 


Listen! I heard a voice, a solemn voice, 

But sweet and fervent too, like that of 
prayer; . ie 

Such as would make angelic breasts rejoice, 

And cali to hearken from their starry sphere; 

From yonder cot it comes—I'il draw me 
near. 

Its light shines like a star upon the night, 

Abd tomy wandering footsteps far more 
dear ; 

A better guide perchance, a holier light, 

Leading more near to heaven than that above 

my sight. 


priesthood. 


a ST EE 


GHRISTIAN SECRETARY, 


to constitute him a Jewish priest. The 
right to govern England, lies in the Guelp 
family, and the King must be inducted by 
the bishops with many showy ceremonies, 
and not by asimple oath: so the Jewish 
priests were, according to law, to be de- 
scended from the tribe of Levi, and to be 
anointed with oil, &c. &c ; and that too 
by priests, bat not baptized in Jordan by 
a man who was unacquainted with the 


2. The meaning of the word Baptizo 

Mere Greeklings, who can constrae the 
ist chapter of John with the help of a 
lexicon and grammar, have affirmed that 
Baptizo, signifies to ** wash a little,” ** to 
wel,” **to sprinkle,” or that it was a 
word of such doubtful import, that its real 
meaning cannot now be understood: but 
no ripe scholar dare risk his reputation by 
such assertions. When such scholars as 
Luther, Calvin, Whithy, Campbell, Adam 
Clarke, and Moses Stnart, render it im- 


Oh, "tis a lovely scene! The gray-baired 
sire, 

With lifted hands, imploring on each child, 

All that the lip can breathe, the soul desire, 

To guide their footsteps thro’ the world’s 


deep wild ; 

See how the glittering tears his warm cheek 
gild! 

How rushes through the wone of years the 
glow ; 

How beams his look, with all the father 


fili’d ! 
The ardency intense lights eye, lip, brow, 
Which all his bosom’s thoughts, hopes, fears, 
and wishes show. 


There kneels the mother by her partner's 
side ; 

Silent her tongue, but oh, how full her eyes! 

Look at thuse sacred tears, whose geutle 
tide 

The loudest of the lip supplies, 

Oh! what can equal her beseeching sigh ? 

If ’tis not heard in heaven, then never came 

Thither the sound of supplication high : 

Vainly. have nations piled the altar’s ‘ime, 

Th’ intensest of them all ne’er reached a mo- 

ther’s claim. 


Beside her, rising into manhood’s form, 

Her son, her secret pride and glory, bows: 

Bright is his cheek, with labor’s color warm, 

The honorable tint his forehead shows ; 

His eyes’ dark glance is vailed, as it would 
close 


Awhile to all on earth his heart deems fair,— | 


His lips, soft moving, till responsive vows 
Are raising, to his hoary father’s prayer, 
Pleading with the bigh heavens—* O, guar 

from every snare.’ 


And yonder there’s a group in happiest be- 
ing, 

The fairy tenants of the cottage dome, 

Kneeling before the eye of lim, ail-seeing, 

Who watches if their thoughts or glances 
roam ; 

The doll, untouch’d is laid beside the drum ; 

instrument of loudest sound 


rew 


Look at the little hand upon each brow, 
Covering the face before the unseen God ! 
Listen ! ye might lave beard the lisped vow 
Like cherub. echoes seeking his abode ; 
Revile it not, despise it not, ye proud ! 
Nor say it is the jargon learned by rote, 
Useless and meaningless—those words al- 
lowed 
Upon the youthful memory to float, 
Shall be the waking chord of many a heaven- 
ly note ! 
O lovely scene ; most lovely ; would that 
thou 
Didst not bedeck the cottage bower alone, 
But beneath every roof in beauty glow, 
From the low hamlet to the lofty throne. 
Then, England, were the smiles of heaven 
thy own ; 
The bright paternal smiles of Deity ; 
Then, my loved country, would thy soul be 
known, 
The ballowed, and the blest, the truly free, 
And every evening hour a nation’s worship 
see : 
TS RE eR TR OOK 


From the American Baptist Magazine. 
POINTS GAINED. 


The Pedobaptists and Baptists, for cen- 
turies, have been divided in sentiment, on 
some points of no.small importance, to a 
correct understanding of Scripiure.— 
Some of these, however, within the last 
thirty years, have been conceded by the 
former, and the arguments by which they 
were supported, shown to be without sol- 
id foundation ea clearly by the Jatier, that 
no anewers have been attempted. 

1. The baptism of John, whether it was 
Christian or not, whether it belonged to the 
Jewish or Christian dispensation, and 
whether Christ was baptized to induct him 
into his priestly office, are matters which 
have called forth many essays, and many 
sermons. But the whole subject was put 
to rest, especially in minds capable of un- 
derstanding an argument, by the publica- 
tion in 1820, of an ‘* Essay on John’s 
Baptism,” by Thomas Baldwin, D. D. 
The writer of this piece, put that essay 
into the hands of two officers in Pedobap- 
tist Churches, one in New-York, the oth- 
er io Virginia, whose sentiments accorded 
with those of the denomination to which 
they belonged ; but who, after having 
read it, acknowledged that Dr. B’s argu- 
ments were irrefragable, and that their 
views were changed. Few can peruse 
that work and not be convinced. 

It would seem that no sincere inquirer 
after trath can read the vii. chapter of 
Hebrews, 13 and 14 verses, and still be- 
lieve that Christ was baptized to induct 
him into his priestly office. It might as 
well be supposed that the President of 
our Republic took the oath of office at 
Washington, to make him King of Eng- 
land, as that Jesus was baptized in J ordan, 


imersion, dipping, pluaging,—when the 


which to excite prejudice aga 
tural practice, and so tarn away the atten- 
tion of their disciples from the duty of im- 
mersion. For this, they must answer. 
We know, in order to evince their un- 
bounded liberality, different sects ot Pe- 
dobaptists have come together at the 
Lord’s table, whose creeds were as dis- 
similar on some fundamental points, as 
those of the Mahomedan and the Jew. 
On this subject we have, as Baptists, 
maintained consistency. We have for- 


(borne to commune with our Calvinistic 


brethren, because we cannot ‘consider 
them baptized ; and the consistent among 
them dothe same It is contended, that 
if we would unite with them at the table, 
the sight of our supposed union, would 
immediately convert infidelity. In an- 
sewer, we adopt the sentiment of Arch 
Deacon Paley :—*‘* To restore the purity, 
is most effectually to promote the progress 
of Christianity ;°’ but the mixed commun- 
ion of baptized and unbaptized persons, 


whole phraseology in.regard to the ordi- 


}nance,—the figurative nse of the word,— | 
i . . ; . “ } 
‘and the fonts for immersion in use through- | 


lout christendom for many centuries, all 
‘contribute to explain its true meaning.— 
'We hope the practice of sprinkling will 
never again be attempted to be vindicated. 
if it is said that these men practised 
sprinkling, it may be answered that in so 
doing, théy put themselves on a level with 
‘the Judge, who gives a proper interpre- 
tation to the laws of his country, but who 
lives in the violation of them. 

The primitive mode is fast getting into 
vogne among our Pedobaptist brethren. 
Dr. Beecher of Boston, Dr. Palmer of 
Charleston, and the Rev. Mesers. Pierce 
and Stiles of Georgia, have been ‘* down 
into the water,” daring the last year, we 
| hope conscientiously, and have immersed 
‘several persons. 
| It has been insisted on, that the mean- 
‘ing could not be immerse, for in some cli- 
|mates, immersion would endanger life. 
| Even Dr. Clarke, who lives above the 
| 5st degree of north latitude, has used 
| this argument. We know the ice ts nev- 


er very thick in England ; but the Dr. | 


may be assured, that in New Branswick 
and the Canadas, the ordinance 1s per- 
| formed when the ice is of great thickness, 
}and that no one in following ‘* the Lamb 
'whithersoever he goeth,” has found this 
path of duty fatal, from the primitive 
practice of immersion, ‘To cut off the 
‘tip of the toe or finger, approaches mach 
‘nearer to circumcision, than sprinkling 
| does to baptism : but wonld God have ac- 
cepted this substitute? The pious parent, 
misled by his teacher _desiros.tadasames 
the rite of sprinkting, in lieu of what was 
done under the Mosaic dispensation. The 
Jews were once bound to yield obedience 
to the ceremonies of this dispensation ; 
and so were we once obliged to obey the 
laws of Great Britain. If we observe all 
the laws of England, does our liberty 
profit us any thing? “If ye be circum- 
icised, Christ shall protit you nothing :” 
and if sprinkling come in place of circam- 
Cision, is it not fair to say, If ye be sprin- 
‘kled, Christ shall profit you nothing 2— 
| This, also, is becoming unfashionable 
among some of our Pedobaptist brethren. 

3. The depth of Jordan. It has been 
roundly asserted, and boldly published, 
that individuals could never have been 
immersed in Jordan, for it was but a small 
rivulet, and frequently dry. But should 
a man who has never read the Scriptures, 
assume the character of a teacher of 
these Scriptures? 1 should be unwilling 
to impugn the honesty of those individa- 
als who have made these assertions, there- 
fore it must be owing to their ignorance, 
if they have not learned that Jordan was 
impassable, except ‘‘at the ford.”* A 
late English missionary, and the beloved 
and lamented Fisk, describe it as four rods 
wide, and across which Mr. F. swam. 
Every man acquainted with sacred geog 
raphy, knows it is more than a hundred 
miles in length, and receives the waters 
of a navigable sea, above “Salim, where 
John was baptizing.” 

To destroy the meaning of Baptizo, too, 
it has been represented that the people 
went out to Jordan for the convenience of 
water, for their camels and beasts of bur- 
den, because there was not enough of it in 
Jerusalem. All the inhabitants of the 
land were required to be at the feast in 
Jerusalem: Was it necessary to ride or 
lead these beasts to Jordan, two or three 
times a day for drink, when this river was 
more than 20 miles off ? 

I blush for teachers, when they assume 
positions which require such props to 
support them. 

But these points are gained, and we look 
forward to the day when ell the doctrines 
of the New ‘Testament, and not the tradi- 
tions of men, shall gain complete ascen- 
dancy over the Christian world,—when 
there shall be but one Lord, one faith, and 
one baptism. The progress from Popery 
to Protestantism was slow, and at times it 
was doubtful which would finally prevail ; 
and although more than a hundred millions 
now acknowledge the supremacy of the 
Pope, yet the command, ‘‘ Come out of 
her,” will be obeyed, and the remnant of 
her errors shall be purged from the Pro- 
testant Church. 

_ But driven from these, by sound criti- 
cism, our Pedobaptist brethren now make 
close communion the principal means by 


instead of restoring, would corrupt the pu- 
rity of Christianity. 


——— 
WO. 61. . 


| Christianity could have had no success, if 
tt had not been true. 


Let us suppose this to be the year 
1780; and that twelve men of untainted 
morals and apparent piety were to appear 
at Paris, and declare publicly in a solemo 
manner: ‘* A remarkable person has been 
for upwards of three years preaching 
through the whole of France, and very 
frequently in this capital: he healed the 
sick, and raised the dead to lite, he fed 
thousands with a few loaves and fishes, 
and he commanded all men to listen to 
him as sent of God to be the Saviour of 
the world. About two months ago, the 
rulers in church and state, with the con 
currence and approbation of the body of 
the people, conspired against him and put 
him to death. Hearing he would rise 
again on the third day, they appointed a 
guard to the sepulchre; but he rose ac- 
cording tothe prediction, as the guards 
|can testify. We saw him many times af- 
ter his resurrection, and were present 
when he ascended to heaven. He has 
commissioned us to testify these things to 
the world’; and as a proof of this has ena- 
bled us to speak languages which we nev- 
er learned, and to work miracles like his 
own.’’——-Were they further to tell the 
people, * Your relers have committed a 
most heinous crime in putting him to 
death : the former religion of the country 
is now to cease, and with it the influence 
and authority of the priesthood : and all 
pain of the divine displeasure.” What 
effect would such declaration have 2 

As all are accused, all will be desirous 
to vindicate themselves from the charge. 
The most effectua! way will be to demon- 
strate the falsehood of the testimony. In 
addition to the common motive, the civil 
rulers will justly consider that the accu- 
sation has a tendency to bring their gov- 
ernment into reproach ; and besides, that 
it will weaken their authority among exch 
as embrace the new system ; for they will 
be considered as the murderers of a 
prophet, nay, of one who called himself 
the Son of God. The ecclesiastical dig- 
nitaries have additional reason for exert- 
ing themselves, for their very existence 
depends on the falsehood of the testimony. 
Their authority, their rank in society, 
their wealth, all is gone, if what these 
men say be true. In such circumstances, 
will not every possible means be used to 
detect the falsehood? Will net the mat- 
ter be searched to the bottom ; and every 
scheme adopted which human ingenaity, 
quickened by having all at stake, can em- 
ploy, in order to find out-the truth? Is 
it possible that in such circumstances, 
imposture can escape detection? They 
have all the power of the country in their 
hands: and will they not employ it to 
discover the cheat? and discovered it 
must and easily can be, as reference has 
been made to so many persons, places, 
times, and occasions, The twelve men 
have nothing to oppose to all this, but the 
trath of their testimony; for they are 
without connections, without influence, 
and without authority. Who can suppose 
it possible for an imposture in such cir- 
cumstances to succeed ? ~ 

Such was precisely the situation of the 
Jews, when the Apostles of Christ began 
to preach the gospel at Jerusalew.— 
Would they not, think you, use all possi- 
ble means to discredit their testimony ? 
They would: they must: they did: for 
men uaderstood, and were alive to their 
own interest then, as much as they are now. 
Bat what discoveries did they make ? 
The success of the gospel,-and their si- 
lence with respect to a detection of the 
imposture, prove that they made none. 
Antiquity speaks of none, The writings 
of the enemies of Christianity, both among 
Jews and Pagans, contain none. Had 
they made any discovery, it is impossible 
but that it mast have come down to us, in 
various forms. The answers of the 
Christians to the Pagans who attacked 
Christianity, as. of Origen to Celsus, 
would have made mention of them, and 
would have contained at least an attempt 
at confutation.— Will it be said : ‘* when 
Christianity became the ruling system. 
every thing written against it was destroy- 
ed.” This is impossible. Though the 


inst scrip-, Christian religion was established in the 


Roman empire, several eastern countries 
did not receive it as the national system - 
there its enemies would have found an 
asylum. Besides, the Jews, the most in- 
veterate foes of the gospel, still remained : 
and many of them were without its bounds. 
They had their books and records, which 
could not be destroyed: nor docs it ap 
pear to have been attempted. The tal- 
muds, which were composed at a time 
when Christianity was the dominant reli- 
gion of the empire, have come down to 
us. But there is no rational and consis- 
tent account of any discovery having been 
made by the Jewish rulers, of the false- 
hood of the Apostles’ testimony for Christ. 

Indeed the success of the gospel is un- 
accountable, if their testimony was dis- 
covered to be false. Remember, the dis- 
pute was not about matters of opinion, to 
which men might have been wedded 
through prejudice: it was a question of 
facts ; not only reason, but the senses 
were to judge ; and every man was fully 
competent to decide. To suppose that 
after the falsehood of the testimony was 
established by unquestivnable proof, 
thousands of men who had joined in cru- 
cifying Christ, would believe in him ; es- 
pecially when their faith would expose 
them to reproach, to exclusion from the 
synagogue and its privileges, to the hatred 
of their friends and countrymen, to the 
loss of goods, to imprisonment and death, 
is contrary to the moral order of the uni 
verse ; and contrary to all those princi- 
ples by which men, whether they be good 
men, or bad men, are influenced in their 
conduct. Ought we to have recourse to 
this, if any other motive can be adduced ? 
There is an easy one; namely, that the 
testimony of the Apostles was true.— 
Bogue. 


—- 


ON THE ATONEMENT. 


fAt asocial meeting of ministers, several que- 
ries relating to the subject of the Atone- 
ment were introduced, to which thelate Rev. 
Caleb Blood submitted the following answer. 
As the enbject is deeply interesting, and has 
been differently understood by many persons, 
the remarks are here inserted, withthe hope 
that some, whose minds are perplexed, may 
derive profit from a perusal. ] 
What was done by Jesus Christ that made 

the atonement for sin? What are its bene- 


fits, and to whom do they extend ? 


In the solution of these queries, we shall 
consider the following particulars. 


1. What is meant by atone:nent ? 

2. Why an atonement was necessary to 
our salvation ? 

3. What character is necessary to per- 

4. Wherein does it appear that Jesus 
Christ made atonement ? 

5. What are the benefits of the atone- 
ment, and to whom do they extend ? 


1. By atonement, I understand that 
which expiates or makes satisfaction for 
an injury done, or transgression commit- 
ted ; so that the offended and the offeoder 
can, on the principles of righteousness, be 
reconciled. This appears to me to be the 
true sense of the term; and when applied 
to the atonement of Christ, it means that 
satisfaction, which has been made for sin ; 
or that which he did; through which the 
rights of God’s government and the true 
glories of the divine character can be 
clearly exhibited in the salvation of sin- 
ners. 

2. We are to consider why an atone- 
ment was necessary for the salvation of | 
sinners. Some have supposed, that if 
sinners were not to be saved, the suffering 
of Christ might have been necessary, 
merely to illustrate the honours of the 
divire government. 
ment of Christ was necessary mérely to 
exhibit the rectitude of the divine gov- 
ernment, it would be so far from main- 
taining its honour, that it would argue its 
weakness. It is a poor government that 
has not sufficient energy to maintain ifs 
own honour by executing its penalty on 
the tranegressor. But this is not all ; for 
such an idea is contrary to the notion of 
atonement in every sense of the term ; 
for atonement means an expiatory sacri- 
fice, or a making satisfaction for an tajury 
done Neither is an atonement necessa- 
ry, because God takes pleasure merely in 
the suffering and misery of the sinner, and 
so to gratify his feelings must see another 
suffer the same quantum of misery before 
he can be willing to clear the guilty. 
Sach a disposition might suit the reveoge- 
ful feelings of creatures, but can nevetbe 
found in an infinitely holy God. Indeed 
I cannot see the necessity nor propriety 
of any atonement, only as the ‘dea stands 
connected with the salvation of the guilty 
If it could have been right and {it for God 
to have saved sinners without an atone- 
ment, he never would have given his 
only Son to suffer and die the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God. 
Indeed euch a procedure would have been 
no less than to put the innocent to pain 
and suffering, when neither justice nor 
benevolence are exhibited thereby, which 
would be unrighteous. Neither do | 
think an atonement was necessary in or- 
der that Christ might merit our salvation, 
ag @ merit of condignity ; or, in other 
words, that he might pay the fall debt we 
owed to God, so as to give us a just claim 
to be released from the demerit of our 
crimes ; nor that God is ander any obliga. 
tion, on occount of having received the 


But if the atone- |. 


fuil satisfaction and payment of the debt 


‘we owed to divine justice, to release sin. 


ners from the penal sanction of the law, 
An ingenious author observes, ‘* Debts 
may be discharged by an attorney. Dam. 
ages of any kind may be repaired, by a 
third person. But moral turpitude is not 
to be wiped away inthis manner. Ill de. 
sert is never thus removed. Merit, and 
demerit, are things not to be acquired, or 
lost, by proxy.” 

This notion of the atonement, under the 
literal idea of paying debts and repairing 
damages between man and man, is atten. 
ded with difficulties which Lam not able 
to surmount. Some of which are as fo!. 
lows: [f Christ in the above sense paid 
the debt due to justice in hehall of his 
people, he must have suffered the same 
quantum of soffering that they all must 
have suffered for one whole eternity ; or, 
in other words, he must have suffered an 
infinite quantum of suffering. On this 
account the Socinians, Arians and Deists 
have objected fo the doctrine of satisfac. 
tion for sin. They say, .and I think not 
withont reason, that this represents the 
divine feelings to be such, that God could 
not be willing to extend favour to the 
guilty, without seeing the same quantum 
of suffering endured, which all his peo- 
ple must have borne toalleternity. Sach 
feelings may suit the character of crea- 
tures, but can never be found in an infi- 
nite mind. Besides, how Christ could 
suffer an intinite quantum of suffering, is 
hard to conceive. That divinity cannot 
change and become a snffering advocate, 
we are all agreed ; and the human natare 
of Christ, as such, was but finite. That 
divinity coukl enable a nature which is 
finite, to bear an infinite quantum of suf- 
fering in a short term of time, is difficult 
to be conceived. Besides, on this plan, I 
can see no need of the union of the di- 
vine and human nature ; for if a created 
nature could be made to bear an infinite 
quantum of suffering in 9 short term, and 
that was what was necessary to make an 
atonement for sin, I cannot see why the 
divine Being could not support a mere 
creature to bear this suffering without ef- 
fecting the mysterious union that constitu- 
ted the two natures in the one person of 
the Mediator. Indeed, by the same rule 
he might have upheld fallen man in suf- 
fering the same, and so the sioner have 
paid his own debt, and of course be re- 
stored to happiness without a Mediator. 
So that on this plan, we are not culy led 
to Arianism and Socinianism, buat alsoon 
to the ground of the Deists, and may deny 
the need of a Saviour. 
sce goon this plan of debt and credit, I 


the forgiveness of sins. How can the 
creditor forgive the debt due from the 
debtor, after he has received from a third 
person in the debtor’s behalf the full 
amount of what is due? I will further 
ask, how it can be an act of grace in the 
creditor to release the debtor after full 
payment is made? 

I must acknowledge that many of our 
hest Calvinistic- writers bave treated the 
doctrine of atonement on the above plan. 
But it is clear to me that they have given 
occasion to the enemies of truth to treat 
the vicarious work of the great Redeem- 
er with contempt. 

lam, however, far from thinking that 
the above plan is according to the scrip- 
ture doctrine of the vicarious obedience 
and death of our divine Redeemer, or of 
his dying in the room and stead of sinners, 
and making that satisfaction for sin where- 
by God can be just and the justifier of him 
that helieveth in Jesus. 

To b- Continued. 


NO'TICE. 
HN O. PETTIBONE, Esq. Judge of 
the Court of Probate for the District of 
Simsbury, in the State of Connecticut. To 
Oliver Barnard, and George Barnard, of 
Simsbary, in said Dist: ict—Greeting : 
Wuereas, FRANCIS BARNARD, late 
of Simsbury aforesaid, deceased, having while 
he lived, and at the time of his death, goods, 
chattels, credits, and estate in said Simsbury; 
by virtue whereof the power of Admunistra- 
tion, and full disposition of all, and singular, 
the goods, chattel+, credit and estate of the 
said deceased; and also the hearing, examin- 
ing and allowing the accounts of the adminis- 
tration thereof «ppertains untome: And | 
heing desirous that the goods, chattels, cred- 
its, and the estate uf the said deceased should 
be well and truly administered, do therefore, 
(trusting in your fidelity and. care,) commit 
unto you, the said Okver Barnard, and 
George Barnard, full power to administer the 
oods, chattels, credits, and estate of the said 
deceased, with the will annexed, which to him 
while he lived, and at the time of his death dirt 
appertain: And to pay all the debtsia which 
the deceased stood bound, so far as his goods, 
chattels, credits, and estate con extend, ac- 
cording to the value thereof; and to make a 
true and perfect Inventory of alland singular 
the goods, chattels, credits and estate of the 
said deceased, and exhibit the same into tle 
wy aa of the said Court of Probate, on or 
before the 26th day of April next ensuing: 
And also render to the said Court a true and 
plain account of your administration. on or be- 
fore the 26th day of March, Anno Domini, 
1829. And Ido, by these presents, ordain, 
depute, and constitute you admigistrator of all 
and singular the goods, chattels, credits and 
estate aforesaid.—in witness Whereof, I have 
signed these presents, and fixed the seal ol 
said office thereunto, this 26th day of Marchi, 
in the year of our Lord, 1828. 
JOHN O. PETTIBONE, Judge. 
April 5th, 1828. I! 
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